Mechanism of the plasma cholesterol lowering effect of tazasubrate in rats: accelerated plasma cholesterol transport with increased liver lipoprotein receptor activity.
Tazasubrate (30 mg/kg/day) a new lipid lowering agent, chemically unrelated to fibrates, reduces plasma cholesterol in rats within 2-3 days to 50% of controls. During the early rapid decrease of plasma cholesterol, increased liver cholesterol concentrations are observed. These return to normal, once the new steady state of plasma cholesterol (at 50% of controls) has been reached. Radiotracer studies with 3H-cholesterol labelled plasma very low density lipoproteins are consistent with an accelerated plasma cholesterol turnover. Analysis of the binding to liver membranes of 125I labelled cholesterol rich very low density lipoproteins (beta-VLDL) shows a marked increase in the total binding (Bmax rising from 106 ng/mg of protein 378 ng/mg), without significant alterations in the receptor affinity.